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Art. XII. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — Des Etahlissements Charitables de Rome. Par F. M. J. Le- 
febvre, Professeur a la Faculte de M^decine de l'Universite Catho- 
lique de Louvain. Paris : H. Casterman. 1860. 12mo. pp. 
xx vi. and 376. 

Professor Lefebvre is too zealous in his Catholic devotion to write 
impartially concerning the " charities " of Rome. He went thither de- 
termined to see everything in a favorable light for the Papal rule, and 
he came away confirmed in his original opinions. It is his chosen work 
to refute by facts the slanders of malignant critics, and to vindicate the 
wise and apostolic administration of the Holy See. He seeks to prove, 
by documents, figures, and statistics, that, in proportion to its wealth and 
its population, Rome has more organized humanity and benevolence 
than any other state, and far more than heretical England. He finds 
the comparison between London and Rome in this regard greatly to the 
advantage of the Catholic city. There is less of crime, less of beggary, 
less even of ignorance ; the prisons are more comfortable, the hospitals 
better cared for ; and if the schools are not more numerous, they are 
at least better, and more Christian. The Pope, the Cardinals, the no- 
bility, the rich bankers, vie with monks and nuns, with Jesuits and 
Carmelites, in their solicitude for the friendless and neglected classes. 
Professor Lefebvre is unable to see where the system can be improved, 
and offers Rome as a model for all Christian communities in its works 
of practical philanthropy. To him the exhibition in the houses of refuge 
and healing is more instructive even than the grand displays of religious 
splendor and manifestations of religious fervor. 

The writer is evidently sincere, and if his view is incorrect and one- 
sided, it is certainly not wilful deception. Yet a wise judgment will be 
cautious in receiving all his conclusions. Large abatement from his 
figures must be made, in the excision from the Roman States of all the 
territory beyond the Campagna, which he includes in his survey. Mak- 
ing due allowance, nevertheless, enough remains to give his work au- 
thority and value. It is the clearest and best arranged exposition of 
the Roman system of education and charity which we have ever seen. 
It begins with the economical condition of the poorer classes in Rome, 
their labor on the land and handicraft, and the rate of their wages ; to- 
gether with the state of those who are physically disabled, and of those 
who are beggars by profession. Then follows an account of the Found- 
ling Hospital, with some remarks upon the morals of the Romans. After 
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this, we have an account of the schools for the lower classes, both chil- 
dren and adults, the orphan asylums, and the deaf-mute institution. 
Then each of the eight great hospitals is described, and a list of the 
private hospitals given. The sixth chapter tells of the almshouses and 
refuges, for the destitute, for abandoned women, for widows, for worn- 
out priests, and for the aged. The seventh chapter is an historical and 
critical examination of the Roman system. The eighth, ninth, and tenth 
chapters explain the methods of aiding the poor in their homes, by fur- 
nishing work and loans, and by the Mont de Piete. The eleventh chap- 
ter tells how the poor are gratuitously defended in the courts, and how 
the prisons are arranged, and the twelfth chapter treats of their funerals. 
An Appendix of nearly a hundred pages is devoted to denunciation of 
the witty libels of About, whom Professor Lefebvre pronounces to be a 
liar, a charlatan, and a blasphemer. 



2. — Lettres sur les Etats- Unis d'Amerique. Par le Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ferbi-Pisani, Aide-de-Camp de S. A. I. le Prince Na- 
poleon. Paris : Hachette. 1862. 12mo. pp. 455. 

We attach no importance to the whispered rumor, that in this volume 
Prince Napoleon has used the name of his aid to hide his own author- 
ship. No man, not utterly lost to modesty, could say of himself what 
this writer says of his Imperial Highness. "We prefer to believe that 
the volume is the genuine production of a cultivated, observing, and 
courteous French officer, who tells what he has seen, and gives with 
frankness, yet without extravagance, his impressions of a rapid journey 
in the United States. We say a French officer, since, notwithstanding 
his Italian name, his style is pure and idiomatic French. The book 
is in a series of seven " Letters," — a title badly chosen, as we think, 
for each one of these letters is long enough for a small volume. In these 
" Letters," written to a colonel unknown, we have notices of persons 
and places, of manners and customs, of the conveniences of travel, of the 
mountains, the prairies, and the lakes, of New York, Washington, St. 
Louis, Chicago, and Boston, an elaborate account of Lake Superior and 
its mines, and, in the last letter, a disquisition upon religion in America, 
with special reference to the voluntary system and to the rise of Unita- 
rianism. Many of the facts in this chapter are curiously accurate, and 
show that the author had " read up " his topic diligently ; but many 
more are as strangely distorted, and illustrate the folly of attempting to 
treat what one cannot understand. Indeed, this closing chapter is so 
unlike the rest of the volume, that we suspect that most of it was pre- 
pared by another hand. It is an irrelevant disquisition. 



